CUIQSTIAMTY AND  MORALS.                   189
at the Idea, and even a brutal ruffian like Bill Sikes becomes an accursed thing to himself and his companions when he has transgressed the commandment fi Thou shalt do no murder/ But Is It so everywhere, and was It so always? By no means ; the Fiji islander kills and eats a stranger or enemy without scruple ; the Red Indian and the Dyak are not accounted men until they have murdered some one and brought home his scalp or his head as a trophy. Even at a late period among ourselves murder was considered to be rather as a civil Injury, to be met by compensation, than as a crime ; and a regular tariff was established of the amount to be paid according as the victim was a slave or a freeman.
The origin and progress of the idea that murder Is a crime can almost be traced step by step. The wife of a rude savage does something which offends him; a violent perception of anger flashes from, the visual organ to the perceptive area of the brain, and a reflex action flushes from It along the motor nerve to the muscles of the arm. He strikes and kills her, almost as unconsciously and instinctively as he walks or breathes. But other perceptions follow on the act. He finds next day that he has no one to cook his food; the image of her dying face photographed on his brain Is an unpleasant one; and thus by degrees a series of secondary perceptions get attached to the primary one of striking when he feels angry. If he gets another wife who again provokes him, the primary perception calls up the secondary ones, and the nerve-centres of his brain, instead of being solicited only in one direction, are a<;ted on In opposite ways by conflicting impressions. He hesitates, and, as the primary impulse of passion is probably the more